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@ NOTES FROM THE CHAIR:

L) A very Happy New Year to everyone! May it bring for our U3A continued learning,
friendship and activities of all kinds.

What did Santa bring you? Books, perhaps? | think books have still got a long life - we don't all want to
be staring at plastic slabs, though they have their uses. You can get many book bargains at charity shops.
No doubt we shall learn more: we welcome Dave Siddons, speaking on

The Delights of Second Hand Books
Eileen Holly

COFFEE MORNING ¢ls
Our next coffee morning at the new venue, Peace Park Pavilion, Wigston, will be on Monday 27 February, from
10.30am ¢ 11.30am. Do drop in for a drink and a chat. E—D
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~ TEAROTA
< Volunteers have come forward to provide a tea rota until June of this year.
Many thanks. Glenys Janes

February - June and Judy; March - Sue and Jennifer; April - Jackie and Shelia; May - Shirley and Helen; June - Anne and Mary

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

Would you feel willing to give a lift to a member who is unable to get to meetings? If so, please contact
Eileen Holly (tel: 2885925) or speaktoher (4 | y& YSSiAy 3o LG é62dzZ R 08
members willing to help those who have difficulties, particularly in coming from the Oadby area.

LUNCH GROUP

Our New Year started with a very good lunch at the Wigston Stage. Alan was unable to attend but he is now
home from hospital and will try to come to the next lunch which will be on Monday 20 February at the Stage
Hotel. Sheila

MUSIC GROUP N
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 9 February at 2.00pm in the Wigston Methodist Church Hall. Let's enjoy 8
the music of George Gershwin.

New members always welcome, just turn up.

(.Q @ WATER COLOUR GROUP
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but for details contact Peter Reeves (tel 2889674).




DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
On Wednesday 8 February we shall be meeting at the Magazine in Leicester at 10.30am to take photos on
location.
The regular meeting will be at the Peace Park Pavilion in Wigston on Wednesday 15 February at 10.00am; we
shall be doing portraits. Please bring a few photos for a display to be shown at a main meeting, "before and after" could be a
theme.

HISTORY GROUP

On Monday 20 February we meet at 10.30am at the Peace Park Pavilion for the first of two talks by
Susan Preston during which she will be showing us Archive Film of the Phoenix Theatre, Leicester.
Everyone welcome

ARCHITECTURE GROUP

There will be no meeting of the Architecture Group at Peace Park in January and February.

On Thursday 15 March we are meeting at the Record Office in Wigston to look at material relating to St
Martin@/Leicester Cathedral. The meeting will be from 10.30 am until 12 noon. We are restricted to 16
people for this visit. The cost will be £5.

I am away from 20 January until 9 February. If you would like to be included in this visit please let me know
by e mail, or after 9 February.

We are still planning a day trip to Southwell Minster and Southwell Workhouse on Thursday 19 April.
Further details from Malcolm Gray---0116 2714402 or mjgray@talk21.com
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GARDEN GROUP

My good wishes to you all for a successful gardening year in 2012.

Our next meeting is Monday 13 February in The Pavilion, Peace Park, Wigston at 10.30am. The Speaker will
be Mick Freakley the husband of one of our members. He will give a talk and film show and those of you who
saw him last year will remember how entertaining Mick can be.

Any queries please contact Di (Tel. No. 2888365)

DISCUSSION GROUP
No lively discussion this month due to both lack of a Group Leader and need to find a new venue ¢
hopefully the situation will be resolved by March.

We need a volunteer to run this popular group. Assistance would be available. Let me know if you
would like to help in any way. Jean McLeo@roups Cardinator

SCRABBLE GROUP
The next meeting will be on Thursday 2 February at 2.00pm. If you would like to join us please ring Myra
(tel: 2810737) for further details.

New members are most welcome.

WALKING GROUP I R
Unfortunately (or perhaps fortunately in view of the appalling weather) our January walk was cancelled at %:‘2
\ -

short notice due to iliness of the leader of the day. Every effort was made to contact anyone who mightbe  S{»
turning up and we shall hopefully do that particular walk later in the year.

On Tuesday 7 February we shall gather at 10.00am at the Chequers, Burbage. Follow the B4669 from Sapcote aa
to Burbage; in Burbage turn left on to the B578 to Lutterworth; the pub is on the right in three-quarters of a mile.

The leaders this month will be Mike and Nora.

Any queries ¢ Dick Gilbert tel: 2885081
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FILM GROUP

Important Notice !!

| have changed the date for the film in February.

It is now Wednesday 15 February (not the 8™). | hope that this is still a convenient date.

The film has not changed. We still hope to screen "Becket", starring Richard Burton, Peter O'Toole and John Gielgud.
It is a great movie--classic English history epic, based on a play by the French dramatist Jean Anouilh.

Please support this film, and bring a friend.

More details from Malcolm Gray 0116 2714402 or mjgray@talk21.com

Look in the next Newsletter for details of Opera on Film.

DAYS OUT 2012

Ironbridge Thursday 3 May 2012 Cost £17 plus £11.50 entrance to Blists Hill
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shops and see them at work in the Bakers, Candle Factory and Blacksmiths. Buy products in the Chemist, Grocers and Drapers.
Discover what life was like for the Victorian housewife, take a ride in a horse drawn carriage, have a pint in the pub or enjoy
traditionally made fish and chips or a bag of old fashioned sweets.

Burghley House and Stamford Monday 25 June 2012 Cost £18 plus £12.50 for a guided tour of the House
Burghley House was built between 1555 and 1587. The house has 35 major rooms on the ground and first floor and more than
80 lesser rooms. The parkland was laid out by Capability Brown.

Holt and Sheringham Wednesday 22 August 2012 Cost £23 plus steam train cost of £5.85

Holt is a lovely rural Georgian town with plenty of unusual shops and surrounded by parks.

Sheringham is a charming, pretty coastal town.

The North Norfolk Railway run a steam train from service Holt to Sheringham so after having lunch in Holt we will board the
train to Sheringham.

Christmas Shopping at Cirencester and Swindon Designer Outlet Thursday 29 November 2012 Cost £23
Cirencester is known as the capital of the Cotswolds and has lots of small shops and several eating places.
Swindon Designer Outlet is the usual type with numerous shops offering up to 60% discount.

£5 per person is required to book a seat on any of the trips. Payment by cheque, please, made payable to Oadby & Wigston
U3A Travel.

Payments may be made to me at the monthly meeting or posted to me at 125, Aylestone Lane, Wigston,
Leics. LE18 1BB.

Di Hensman.

Bookings and enquiries to me on 2888365

Enquiries to Peter Reeves on 2889674

NOTES FROM THE U3A ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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from the platform at the annual conference in Nottingham praised the life changing experience of joining our organisation. Of
course it is a life changing experience. People who feel isolated in one way or another find themselves mixing with groups of
interesting people in a variety of activities. Retired professionals can enjoy new roles as group leaders and committee
members. Socialising is essential for a happy and healthy life and the U3A makes it easy to do so with no forms to fill in, no
enrolment, noregister-8 2 dz 2dza 4 Gdz2Ny dzlJd b2 g2y RSNI AGQa | INBFG adz
Gdzy A @S MEhattle ¢ Aa A

Estelle Morris, in her presentation, eulogised on the life changing experience of education. She did not mean rambling, history
and archaeology groups, and listening to monthly speakers. The baroness was referring to the award of certificates and
qualifications. The U3A is a recreational organisation and does not provide these. The U3A is no substitute for the wonderful
evening classes we have lost with their access to A levels and beyond. These progressive courses required commitment,
involvement and study from the learner; truly a life changing experience.

One of the highlights of the conference was a lecture on particle physics which, together with most of the audience, | hardly
understood a word of but it was elevating to be in the presence of an Emeritus Professor. Perhaps all U3As could arrange an
occasional academic lecture for their monthly meetings. We are worth it.

Contributed by Mary Essinger (this first appeared in the Countesthorpe U3A Newsletter)
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SCRAPBOOK
/"~ Mary reports that she has received several photographs and items for the scrapbook but will always welcome
/ , / any contributions ¢ keep them coming! (either directly to Mary or via any committee member)
A Details from Mary Pethick tel: 2704431
= [\\\\\ / y

PROJECTOR STAND
We now have our own projector stand available for main meetings and any group meetings. Malcolm Gray is keeping it at
present. If you need use of it please give him a ring on 2714402 or e mail mjgray@talk21.com a few days before you need it.

For your diaries - Dates of forthcoming monthly meetings
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, BUSHLOE END, WIGSTON
Wednesday 29 February 2.00pm

A Taste of Melton

Jenny Dancey

Wednesday 28 March 2.00pm Tibet ¢ Sue Ablett
Wednesday 25 April 2.00pm From Knickers to Village Halls ¢ David Wyrko
Wednesday 30 May 2.00pm Wildlife Crime in Leicestershire ¢ Neil Hughes

Items for February Newsletter to:
Richard and Anne Gilbert,

Tel 2885081 email dick.anne@ic24.net by 23 FEBRUARY please.

Remember: Copies of your U3A Newsletter are no longer being posted to members not attending the monthly meetings
but are available from Local Libraries in Oadby, South Wigston and Wigston Magna, so if you miss your copy or wish to obtain
an extra copy to give to a friend, call in and ask the library staff for one. If you require a copy through the post, send a
stamped addressed envelope (indicating in the top left hand corner the month you require) to Di Hensman, 125 Aylestone
Lane, Wigston, Leicester LE18 1BB.

The Newsletter can also be accessed on the internet website: www.oadbyandwigstonu3a.org.uk

OADBY AND WIGSTON U3A

Chairman: Eileen Holly Committee Members: Richard and Anne Gilbert

Membership Secretary/Treasurer: Di Hensman 2888365 Glenys Janes

Secretary: Malcolm Gray 2714402 Mary Pethick

Groups Co-ordinator: Jean McLeod 2882458 Peter and Carole Richardson

Speakers Secretary: Pam Robinson 2885067

Group Leaders:

Architecture Malcolm Gray 2714402 Latin Jennifer Bell 2880234

Bridge Mary Pethick 2704431 Lunch Group Alan McKenlay 2885910

DigitalPhotography  John Thacker 2781877 mob:07761634489
Tom Worrall 2122113 Music Group Jean McLeod 2882458

Discussion Reading Di Hensman 2888365

Film Marion Watkins 2714301 Scrabble Myra Towse 2810737
Malcolm Gray 2714402 Spanish Eileen Holly 2885925

French Jennifer Bell 2880234 Travel Di Hensman 2888365

Gardening Beryl Keeber 2889164 Peter Reeves 2889674
Di Hensman 2888365 Walking Richard Gilbert 2885081

German Eileen Holly 2885925 Water Colour Peter Reeves 2889674

History Eileen Holly 2885925
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